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Simulation – Congressional Committee Meeting

You are all US Congressmen and members of the committee charged with deciding whether to bring legislation before the full House modifying the current federal policy on stem cell research, and if so, what amendments to propose.  Before you are a number of amendments to consider:

· Castle Amendment – Would allow federally financed research on stem cells taken from leftover frozen embryos from fertility clinics.

· Sandel Amendment – Would allow federal funding for research on embryos up to 14 days but ban it after that.

· McHugh Amendment – Would allow federal funding for somatic-cell nuclear transfer (SCNT / cloning) as a source of stem cells, but not for any research involving embryos produced from sperm and egg.
· Feinstein/Hatch Amendment – Would ban human reproductive cloning.

· Pelligrino/Atala Amendment – Would earmark 50% of federal funding for research on stem cells for the development of alternate sources of stem cells that don’t require the destruction of human embryos.

· Brownback Amendment – Would ban both therapeutic and reproductive cloning.

· Berg Amendment – Would increase current levels of federal funding of research on HESCs by 200% over the next five years.

· Klimanskaya Amendment – Would only allow federal funding for HESC research if the embryo was not destroyed in the process.
· Dickey Amendment – Would ban the creation of human embryos for research purposes.

Approval by a simple majority of the committee is sufficient to bring a bill to the floor, but given the split in Congress, no bill is likely to become law without strong bipartisan support.  You as a committee are welcome to alter the proposed amendments or suggest other amendments.  Any and all the amendments will be attached to a single bill and therefore be considered as a package.

Details of the process when the students are involved

Press briefing - Reporters are waiting outside the committee room to hear the results of your discussion, so both the majority and minority should craft brief press releases and be prepared to answer questions from the press. 

Schedule

9:45 – 10:45
Committee Meeting

10:45 – 11:00
Draft press releases

11:00
Press Briefing

Roles

· Chair of the committee

· Time Keeper

· Secretary – to take roll call and record the votes

· Spokesperson(s) for the majority opinion

· Spokesperson(s) for the minority opinion(s)

Ground Rules

· You must hear from everyone on the committee.  

· You must take a formal vote on each proposed amendment and record how each committee member voted (for, against, abstain).

· You must take and record a vote on a final version of the bill with all attached amendments.

· There can only be one majority response, but there can be more than one minority response.

Post-Simulation Reflection Questions

· What, if any, new insights did you learn from participating in the simulation?

· What issues are still unresolved for you?

· How did the group process affect your thinking?

Stem Cell Writing Assignment

Last year, the House considered proposal to modify President Bush’s stem cell research policy (see attached NYT article), but ultimately no changes were made to the law.  It is likely that this issue will be revisited at some point in the future.  Write a letter to your congressperson describing how, if at all, you believe the policy should be altered. Be sure to justify your argument and to raise and refute at least two counterarguments.

Your paper is due on Monday, May 8, 2006 at the lecture.  You should bring three copies of the letter to class (two to hand in, one to mail).  Be sure to include the name and address of YOUR congressperson.

Press release, 2005

Our bioethics class discussed and voted on several amendments to the current policy on stem cell research.  In brief, current policy states that federal funding is allowed only on stem cell lines derived from embryos derived before August 9, 2001.

The following amendments were considered:

· Castle Amendment – Would allow federally financed research on stem cells taken from leftover frozen embryos from fertility clinics.

· Sandel Amendment – Would allow research on embryos up to 14 days but ban it after that.

· McHugh Amendment – Would support somatic-cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) as a source of stem cells.

· Feinstein/Hatch Amendment – Would ban human reproductive cloning.

· Pelligrino Amendment – Would support the development of alternate sources of stem cells that don’t require the destruction of human embryos.

· Brownback Amendment – Would ban both therapeutic and reproductive cloning.

The bill derived from these conversations contains the Castle, Feinstein/Hatch and Pelligrino Amendments.  The bill passed with 11 votes for, 1 vote against, and 1 abstention.

None of the other amendments (Sandel, McHugh, Brownback) passed when considered independently.

Majority and minority opinions will be discussed.

